
Let’s talk about a pre-nup: 

tackling the financial taboo 
Many parents want their children to separate finances before marriage, but 

don’t know how to broach the issue. 

 
A third of couples will have separated before their 20th wedding anniversary 

 

You may think that pre-nuptial 

agreements are strictly for celebrities 

and multimillionaires — but you would 

be wrong. Charles Calkin, a partner at 

James Hambro & Partners, a wealth 

manager, says more parents and 

grandparents would prefer their 

offspring to set up a pre-nup before 

they hand over a large gift. 

 

“What a couple accumulate between 

them during their marriage or civil 

partnership is usually shared equally on 

divorce, but there is an argument for 

trying to ring-fence significant gifts 

made by parents and grandparents. A 

pre-nup can help to prevent an 
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estranged spouse taking precious 

family wealth and assets.” 

 

One of the biggest hurdles to 

establishing a pre-nup, Calkin says, is 

that many parents and grandparents 

are too embarrassed to ask, but if 

you don’t ask, you won’t get. 

 

Here are some tips on how to broach 

what can be a difficult subject: 

  

Don’t put off the discussion 

If it is to be effective a pre-nup sign the 

agreement well before the wedding 

date. Calkin says: “I’ve known of 

procrastinating parents starting the 

conversation on the eve of a wedding, 

which is the worst possible moment.” 

 

Use statistics to make your case 

More than 40 per cent of marriages 

end in divorce, so if you are concerned 

about this happening to your child or 

grandchild, make it clear that it is not a 

judgment on them or their prospective 

life partner, but a recognition of the 

hard facts and challenges of marriage. 

 

 

 

Be open about your intentions 

Be clear about how much you plan to 

give and what you would like it to be 

used for. The intended recipient may 

not accept your terms and refuse the 

gift but it is important that they 

understand precisely what you are 

offering. Don’t go back on your word; if 

you have offered a gift without 

conditions it is hard to apply some 

retrospectively. 

 

Take both partners into your 

confidence 

You need to be transparent about your 

intentions with both partners. Calkin 

says: “Your lawyer will expect the other 

partner to take legal advice and you 

should encourage this. The partner’s 

parents may also be relieved that the 

subject has been raised.” 

 

Look ahead 

A pre-nup can take into account future 

gifts that you might make or bequeath 

on your death. This should mean there 

is no need to alter the pre-nup, 

although you should monitor the 

situation because circumstances and 

rules can change. You should also 
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keep an eye out for any changes in the 

rules about inheritance tax. 

 

Share the love 

While discussions about the financial 

agreement are going on, it’s a good 

idea to show that you are ready to 

welcome your child’s or grandchild’s 

partner into your family. Calkin says: “If 

you don’t approve of the marriage, 

that will be hard, but remember this is 

not your choice and you have to show 

respect.” 

 

How to embark on a pre-nup 

Look for a specialist family lawyer to 

draft an agreement. Calkin says: “It’s 

worth paying more to get the job done 

properly — it has to stand up in court, 

or it is pointless.” 
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